PL.OD ESSAY NOVEMBER 2025
“Snippets from the newspaper archives of W&DHS
focussing on the Wonthaggi State School Mothers Club”

This month’s PLOD Essay is presented by Nola Thorpe. Many locals will remember Nola as a
teacher at St. Joseph’s School, Wonthaggi, and later as the librarian at Newhaven College, so it
is not surprising that her Essay focus is on a school, the Wonthaggi State School No. 3650 in
the 1930s — 1965.

Since retiring in 2006 to the present day, Nola has been the backbone in cataloguing W&DHS's
Local Newspaper Collection. She also enjoys sharing Wonthaggi’s history with school groups
and visitors, particularly children who visit the museum when she is on duty.

The articles this month should bring back a range of memories relating to the reader’s school
days, whether that be Wonthaggi and district, Victoria, Australia or beyond.
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) Gold Cup for

Competition

* GIFT TO ETATE! SCHOOL

3 Mothers Clubh Shows Enthusiasm

S (By Les. Jabara) :

I} The enthusiasm “shown by the
Wonthaggi State. School  Mothers'
Club i3 evident from the interview I
had last week with several of the |
committea. There was much re-
joicing om Wednesday -evening last |
when it became kmown that a gold
‘|eup was being presented to the State.
School by the ‘Wonthazei - State
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Presented to the Wonthaggl State

School by the Waonthaggl Mothers'

Club, for football competition during
the coming season

School Mothers' Club. This will ba
competed for by the inter-honse school
teams during the foothall season, and
“{should cteate no end of interest
! lamongst the children. _
It iz wellbworth mentioning the
work that has been done by (his elnb
during its term of office. Mrs Ed-
wards (hon. Treas) informs me the
club has spent over £32 in school
| lground  improvements, a further
amount of £59 was also banded to
the chairman of the school committes
< |to be nsed for school egipment, it
tliz alzo Interesting to mote that the ]
élub was instrumental in raising the |’
money for the school kiddies recent|.
visit to the =zono, '
Mrs Derrick (president), Mra Laing |
(vice-president), Mrs Chambers {zee- |
retary) and -members of the commit- |,
tee are to be commended on tho ox- |,
cellent work they are doing for the |
State School. During their term of !
office these ladies have raized in all, |,
£420, ’ ;
]

—_— o

Powlett Express 7 March 1930



Mothers' Club

CELEBRATE d#th. ANNIVEREAR'

The Woathmgg! State Schopd Mother
Clih calsbrated tha 4ih. snnframmar
of the club oz Pridey lsst To mari
the occasiomn & aosial apsd  SEno
wal held In the Wenthaggl Tow:
Hall. = Amangst  the goests Wi
Mra MeColl, vleapresident of the
Victories Mothers® ©Clgh Foderation
When ahe nrived ip Wanthaggl she
war met acd ehtertalond By the mem
hare of tha mothers’ clobh. The visie
igg lady wiy eptermnimsd af dinner at
Mr Taberner's Wonthsgyl Hotel om
Friday, In tbe eveding, Mra Mool
recelved & stistlag recoptlon when
she iook ibe platform to address the
members of the mothars” cleb and
thons present in the Towno Hall on
Friday night In her addrean, she
safd #be appreclated the privilege =x-
tended o her to_be promnt at the
4th. birthday coelebration. 1o stras
glog the work of the club Mras McoColl
sald nke sdmired the report reed omt
by tho energelic scredary, Mre Derrlek
and ¢odld see from it thet preat work
wil balng doar br the cluh, ahe cop-
gratilated the membors for what they
have dooe for the school and the chil-
gref. The woTk dome by the mothers
«iab bat made beppler surrounndings
for c¢hlldren throughast Victoris aod
thas the children ke coming to
bl  better then they d8d a2 fow
Faars ago. Mre MeColl stressed the
potot that 12 was nof sz@cient for
cliths to work fn thelr own schoala

always, but to liek up In ape feders-
tlor for the welfsre of the ehildrenm.
The safety of the childrem was very
Important and a pley leader should ba
l;r-"l'l'lﬂ L ;!“ l'-lilﬂ-l:'::ﬂlﬁ'u are nat
whiils l!"l'ﬂ; gameen. Tha
bealth of the chidren was another
thing the Federattan cared for ond tha
object of the Federation wss to have
chlldren in sehoolsn medicslly exzamin.
#d &¥ery¥ wanr, Denial Inapecifon for|
the childrer wae a thimg 4hat was
fogght hard for and was now beinp
carried ouwt throughout Viectorin, bmt
the pressnt fmancisl position prevesn. |
tad furtker Inspeciions taking place, |
Mra McColl said she wos sorry to say |
that Aosiralis is behind svery ofher
coumtry &Bd Victoria thehind avery
other Biafe, bot tha modbers” olubs
were Sghiing bard to be above the
othar Gtutes, ood she appealesd to ail |
perestd to glve their practical sappart |
and for the roung people to sappar
by &tlending the entertainments held.
On babkelf of the Vietorian Federation
Mra MoColl wished the club many
bappy retwrns of thelr birthday and
wisthed them the boat of ek Ig rhe
Feare o come.

Mra Chambara {president) af the |
Wonthagg!l Mothers' Clab thanoked Mrs
MeColl for attanding and for the help-;
ing worce apoken by her. Mr Heath
Head Mastor. expressed his spprecis-
tion of whst was being domeo and he |
thanked Mrs McCaoll for coming alomy |
apd for the lpspiratiom givem, amd |
eVarTbody prosent gave Mrs MoCofl

Powlett Express 20 March 1931



| €8.600 for school

The raising of {8,600 for direct school amenities is the remarkable
achievement of the members of the Wonthaggi State School
Mothers' Club, shown above. Mrs. G. Derrick (third from left
in the back row) estimates that another £3,000 has gone indirectly
to making the children’s lot happler during the committee's 27
vears of existence. Mrs. Derrick Is the sole foundation member
still on the committee, She has been secretary for the past 23
years, but her period of service on the committee is closely rivalled
by three other executive memhbers—Mrs. A. Chambers (25 years),
Mrs, S, Kirkup and Mrs, Spurr (both 23 years), (W. Mullin photol.

The Wonthaggi Express 26 November 1953
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TO celebrate the Won-
thaggi §.S. Mothers’ Club
30th birthday, a very plea-
sant social evening was held
in the Wonthaggi Town
Hall supper-room on Friday.

Representatives of the
Y Borough Council, the staff of
~i® the Wonthaggi S.8., and
members of district schools
@ \Mothers’ Clubs were wel-
¥ comed by the President, Mrs.
@ Kirkup, and the Secretary,
8 Mrs: Derrick.

Bouquets were presentea to
Mrs. Kirkup and Mrs. Derrick
& 4y Mrs. Dent and Mrs. J.
i Taberner, of the North Won-

f thagei Mothers’ Club.

! Apout 200 people enjoyed
dancing, interspersed by items
i from local artists, ineluding
8 the recently formed school re-
corder band.

After a short address of
welcome by the President, the
Secretary (Mrs. Derrick) gave
a brief resume of their aecti-
vities over the past thirty
years. This was received with
considerable applause for it
was a record of remarkable

Mothers’ Clilb’s

30th Birthday

achievement concerning the
welfare of students. '

. Some foundation members
were present. Mrs. Derrick
has been secretary for 27
Vears. - '
The head teacher (Mr. R.

W. Hallett) voiced his praise;
he said it was the finest

Mothers’-Club he had ever

worked with in 40 years.-

He remarked humorously
that the large and beautifully
iced birthday cake made by
Mrs. Stirton and Mrs. Spow-
art, in the form of a booK,
reminded him of Mrs, Der-
rick’s 30-year-old cash bhook
iced over.

Candles were lit by
Kirkup and Mrs. Derrick.

After Mrs. Kirkup had
blown them out, Mrs. Derrick
cut the cake, and all present
received a portion, after a

Mrs,

Jbounteous supper.

"An apology was received
from Mrs. Chambers, a mem-
ber of 29 years standing, dur-
ing which she was either Pre-
sident or Vice-President for
27 years.

Wonthaggi Express 1 November 1956




TRIBUTES TO RETIRING
STATE SCHOOL WORKERS

Tireless Wonthaggi 5.5. Mothers’ Club **“*
and School Committee members, Mrs.
Agnes Chambers and Mrs. Gladys Derrick,

have resigned,

To mark the occasion a
soclal evening was tendered
{o them on Friday night.

The evening’s entertaln-
ment consisted of items and
dances and took place in the
Town Hall supper-room,

Guest artists were the
school's Recorder Band — a
group of twelve pupils, who
8 played and sang three times,

* led by Mr. J. Chambers, their

tutor.

Mrs. Betty Coulton sang
two delightful numbers, Mra
Hill and Mrs, White mimed
thelr way into their audi-
ence’s heart.

Fred Spooner and Alex Mul-

iin and Mrs, Foster and Mrs,

Stirton of the Mothers' Club

'preclated. A record of their

entertained with songs, Mr.
Jim Hodge acted as M.C. for

Mr. J. Hodge, chairman of
the School Committes, said
that the couple's long service
to the school was greatly ap-

work will be published in this
month's Education Gazette,

In presenting a wallet of
notes to each guest, Mrs. Kir-
kup recounted conditions
under which sterling service!
and wise leadership was|
given. In the case of Mrs.| |
Chambers this service was for
33 years of which 20 years
were as president of  the
School Committee and, con-
currently, 10 years as presi-
dent and 20 vears as vic:e~| i
president, of the Mothers'
Club. Her sound adviee and
mspiring leadership has
placed the club in the strong
position it 15 in today.
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dances, which were highiy|
charged with a Scotch fOavour, In the case of Mrs. Derrick,

Frior to the presentations,|#€rvice was as a member of
Mrs, Kirkup, president of the;the School Committee for 20
Mothers' Club and secretary| Years and a foundation mem-
of the School Committee, wel-| ber of the School Mothers
comed visitors from distriet, Club 33  years ago. Her
Mothers' Clubs and Schooljstaunch support, by — word

ittees and t rand deed, of what the com-
b he guests of mittee and eclub considered

the evening. | .
best for the school and pupils,
The Mayoress, Mrs. J. Long-, .4 earned great respect,

stafl, presented the guests of) In responding, Mrs. Cham-

the evening with a basket of: L
flowers, . Ipers and Mrs, Derrick spoke

The Head Teacher, Mr. R feelingly of their ups and
W. Hallett, eulogized Mrs,|downs during their years of

Chamber’s and Mrs. Derrick's| Office, and of their desire to
loyalty and devotlon to al better the conditions of school

chosen cause for two generat-! life for Wonthagel children.
tions. He thanked tEhEm on'! They thanked all for thelr
behalf of the Education Dept,,| lovely gifts.

ritafl — past and present —|

B ond pupils — past and| @ Mrs Derrick, Mrs. Cham-
present. - .1 bers look back — Page 3.
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~ MOTHERS' CLUB

The Wenthaggi
Club has raised £19,.676 in 40 yeors,

5.5. Mothars

retired
px mpcrmlarcy - LiERSEET,
wis Socchedid by M=
| Allen.

¥re T. Allen a=zed Mri.
J. Chxmbers uaftc the
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The Express 11 November 1965
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