
NOVEMBER 2025
“Snippets from the newspaper archives of W&DHS 

focussing on the Wonthaggi State School Mothers Club” 
 
This month’s PLOD Essay is presented by Nola Thorpe.  Many locals will remember Nola as a 
teacher at St. Joseph’s School, Wonthaggi, and later as the librarian at Newhaven College, so it 
is not surprising that her Essay focus is on a school, the Wonthaggi State School No. 3650 in 
the 1930s – 1965. 
 
Since retiring in 2006 to the present day, Nola has been the backbone in cataloguing W&DHS’s 
Local Newspaper Collection.  She also enjoys sharing Wonthaggi’s history with school groups 
and visitors, particularly children who visit the museum when she is on duty. 
 
The articles this month should bring back a range of memories relating to the reader’s school 
days, whether that be Wonthaggi and district, Victoria, Australia or beyond. 
 

 
 

 



 

Powlett Express 7 March 1930 



 
Powlett Express 20 March 1931 

  



 
The Wonthaggi Express 26 November 1953 

  



 
Wonthaggi Express 1 November 1956 

  



 
The Express 3 July 1958 

  

 



 
The Express 11 November 1965 

 


